That's the Creator's plan. Genesis 2 tells us that woman and man were “made for each other”,
but Genesis 1, telling of the creation of humans, talks about the image of God.

Core Bible teaching on marriage
The foundation for marriage is summed up at the very beginning of the Bible, in Genesis 2.
“For this reason” refers back to the story
in Genesis 2; of how God made a human
being, planted a wonderful garden and put
the human there to cultivate and care for
it. God also recognised that it is not good
for man to be alone so He made a suitable
helper for him. Let’s examine what that
means:




“So God created humanity in his own image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he created them.”
- Genesis 1:2
Love and partnership between man and woman echoes the love within the Godhead. We are to
love our wives or husbands as God loved us, but we are also to love and share as God does!

Living in a broken world: Marriages in the Bible
Talk of loving like God seems idealistic. Since Genesis 3, the world is broken by human sinfulness.
Think of Abraham and Sarah, they seem a perfect couple, but Sarah has Abraham sleep with a
slave-girl (Gen 16:1-3), and then gets jealous (Gen 16:5). The only perfect marriages in Scripture
are the ones we don't see close enough to see the cracks.

a helper is not subordinate. In the
Old Testament, almost always the
strong “help” the weak. This
speaks of our human need for
each other.

Just as all humans are broken (sinful) and need to repent, all marriages need repentance and
God's grace - as does every other sphere of life.

suitable implies both “like” and
“appropriate”

Marriage can only work with forgiveness and grace
- between spouses.

Animals didn't fit the need… So God made
a woman who really was: “bone of his
bones and flesh of his flesh” - a helper who
matches.

Marriage is a spiritual discipline
In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, chapter 5 deals extensively with marriage and specifically
quotes Genesis chapter 2. He goes on to say:

“This is a profound mystery - I am talking about Christ and the church.”
– Ephesians 5:32
Marriage echoes God's love for us in Christ. In marriage we should love as God loves us.
Marriage is a “spiritual discipline”.
Seth's dad expressed deep truths about God's intentions for marriage.

“Marriage isn’t for you.
It’s not about you.
Marriage is about the person you married.”

 If you are thinking of marriage:
Are you asking “Is marriage for
you”, or are you ready to live for
your future spouse and children?
 If you are married:
Are you behaving as if the marriage
was “for you”? How can you change
that?
 If you prepare people for marriage:
How do you help people
understand what marriage really is,
and to aim for the real thing?

